
DSA NATIONAL JUDGES TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

Kyalami Park Club was the location for the first major seminar of the DSA National Judges Training and 
Development Programme which was launched at the beginning of this year.  This was held during the Easter 
Festival Dressage Classes where 6 candidates (three from Gauteng, one from Eastern Cape, one from KZN and 
one from Namibia) took their practical exams at Small, Medium and Big Tour Level.  Three ‘theoretical’ 
seminars were also held, a video seminar with two ‘newly produced’ videos on Advanced Movements; a 
Freestyle Seminar and a Young Horse Seminar. 

DSA National A Judge, Judy Vertue, Convenor of the Programme commented  ‘Last year, DSA decided that 
there needed to be a big focus on judging at the higher levels, i.e. from Small Tour upwards and I am very 
proud to be the organiser of this programme.  South Africa has progressed to having horses riding at Grand Prix 
level, and in this country, we do not have the ‘huge numbers’ of horses at these high levels for judges to gain 
experience.  This focussed training programme -  which is not only for National Judges, but also for  Medium 
(Provincial A) level judges, who are our future National Judges,  - is greatly assisting the growth of knowledge at 
this level,  and we are delighted to report that all candidates who took their exams passed very well!’ 

Continues Judy  ‘ This initiative will always be a ‘team effort’ and a BIG vote of thanks to the following people, 
who contributed to the success of this first major seminar’ 

 The current supporters of this programme, Equus, Adelprag Stud and Postnet Woodmead 

 The Panel of FEI and DSA National A Panel Judges (6) who scrutinised and assessed 180 dressage tests – 
a major task! 

 My amazing team of volunteers who ‘added up’ 180 dressage tests at lightning speed at the show, and 
the volunteer scribes who worked for the candidates doing exams. 

Our next major seminar will be when Olympic Judge, Stephen Clarke, returns in November this year.  More 
news about this soon!’ 
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