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Dear Mr Strauss, 

I write to you today in response to your request for comment and further to request your 

support as well as guidance in the implementation of the complete abolishment of Dressage 

competition activities that take place around the country and which are commonly known as 

“non-affiliated” or “unsanctioned” shows (hereinafter referred to as unsanctioned events).     

• In each equestrian discipline, the welfare of the horse must be the paramount 

consideration at all times. It must never, in any circumstances, be subordinated to 

competitive or commercial considerations.   

• In addition, the equestrian sport generally depends, for its credibility, on public 

acceptance derived from the integrity of its competitions. Behind this precept lies the 

premise that the best Athletes should win fairly and squarely, having competed under 

even and equitable conditions and under rules that are themselves fair, realistic, and 

applied with scrupulous competence and even-handedness. No result can be meaningful 

or valid if it has not been achieved on a level playing-field.  

These two main considerations relate to (i) the interest of health and safety of competitors 

and spectators as well as (ii) the welfare of the horses. 

Our awareness and perceptions have changed recently in our country related to the obligation 

of reasonable care and identification of responsible parties as well as the limited nature of 

indemnity clauses. We have all been exposed to the relentless and sustained exposure on 

social media, radio, TV and the Press related to the drowning of Enock Mpianzi at Parktown 

Boys’ High School and the allegations of gross negligence. The scrambling of apportionment 

of blame between the event facilitators, the School, The Gauteng Education Department and 

the Minister of Education will likely still be dealt with in court action for many months to come.  

I can draw very many parallels in our Federation, Discipline, Officials as well as Event 

organisers and Venue owners in apportionment of blame and reputational damage when 

comparing our exposure to the Parktown Boys tragedy. Any unsanctioned event may well 

trigger a very similar response and the fact that our Federation and in turn the Discipline and 

Event organisers and Venue owners are all aware of these activities are presently taking place 

in a non-controlled environment without any enforceable oversight may well be seen as an 

act of negligence thus exposing the Federation, the Discipline, the Event organisers and the 

Venue owners legally and morally and placing each of their goodwill and reputation at 

enormous risk. 

I refer to Act No. 110 of 1998: NATIONAL SPORT AND RECREATION ACT stating in particular - 

6 (1) that the national federations must assume full responsibility for the safety issues within 

their sport and recreation disciplines. 

Also of interest is Act No. 2 of 2010: SAFETY AT SPORTS AND RECREATIONAL EVENTS ACT, 

2010 as well as regulations pertaining to the issues brought about by so-called modified sport 

due to the introduction of higher risk of injury when the rules and regulations of a sporting 

code competition rules and regulations are not adhered to. 

Dressage SA have a constitutional as well as a legal responsibility to ensure both the safety of 

our athletes, officials and spectators. In addition our obligations to ensure the welfare of the 

horse leave us no option but to enforce the Rules and Regulations of Dressage SA as well as 

The General Regulations of Dressage SA and the South African Equestrian Federation (all 
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collectively referred to as rules and regulations). As unsanctioned events unilaterally and 

selectively choose how to apply rules and regulations and have no obligation to ask for any 

form of condonation for modification or relaxing of these rules and regulations, we are unable 

to enforce the essential conduct and oversight required.  In addition to this, many participants, 

officials, venue owners and show holding bodies are not members of our association nor of 

the Federation thus making it impossible for us to take disciplinary action against them. 

In view of the above, and as a result of the extremely onerous obligation on us all to ensure 

safety and welfare of the horses, I would like to propose a complete ban on all unsanctioned 

competitions with immediate effect. This would mean that if it is enforced by the Federation, 

that any and all members, officials, clubs and Show holding bodies involved in participation in 

unsanctioned events will be disciplined and further that we are able to report unsanctioned 

competition to the Department of Sport and Recreation if the participants are non-members. 

In order to facilitate those athletes, officials, clubs, Show Holding Bodies and Venues that have 

a desire to participate in a more relaxed, less costly and modified competition, we have made 

allowance for an option to partake in events in which no grading points are awarded (these 

will be known as non-graded shows) and which will allow an easy transition to those who have 

been participating in unsanctioned events. In essence, organisers will need to apply in writing 

in advance to hold such a non-graded event and to stipulate exactly which rules of Dressage 

and what General Regulations for each individual event would require what type of relaxation. 

Our Discipline will then consider the application and provided that it does not impact 

negatively on the sport in general and on Health and Safety and Horse welfare specifically, we 

will issue a written consent for the competition to take place. 

For the sake of complete clarity, it is important to draw a clear distinction between what is 

considered a normal coaching event and a competition event (which can be either graded or 

non-graded).  

There must be no “grey area” as Dressage SA recognise that there are local yard training 

events that take place all the time and these need to be encouraged as coaches are on hand 

to assist athletes. Typically these events take the format of  “ride and go” or a “mock dressage 

test” in which athletes are coached in preparation for an actual graded or non-graded 

dressage test and where the training most often takes place at their home club. In order to 

ensure that Dressage SA do not inadvertently discourage these training events which are 

important but simultaneously do not create a loophole thus allowing large and/or multi-day 

shows to be conducted under the guise or pretext of a training event the following key 

considerations need to be adhered to in making the destination: 

At a training event the following applies: 

1. Number of Competitors: 

The competitors that are currently stabling at their home yard may take part in a 

training event provided that they are never outnumbered by visiting athletes from 

surrounding yards and also never more than 20 outside dressage competitors at a 

dressage only or dressage riders at a multi discipline training event. 

2. No training and competition event may take place at the same location on the same 

weekend: 
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If a training event is contemplated, then the Show Holding body is responsible to 

ensure that no training activity that resembles a “ride and go” or a “mock dressage 

test” takes place on the same property on the same weekend. 

3. Publishing or comparing results of different riders: 

As it is one of the key distinctions between practice, training and competition, no 

results may be published or made available amongst competitors or the wider public 

and all tests must remain confidential between the rider, their coach and other 

individuals directly related to the athlete and their performance. 

4. Awarding any type of prize award or recognition of performance as compared to other 

competitors. 

As it is one of the key distinctions between practice, training and competition, no 

prizes, awards or any comparative results may be recognised or awarded in any way. 

5. Penalty for transgressing the above considerations and holding an unsanctioned event 

under the guise of a training event. 

Very harsh sanctions will be applicable if the principal distinction of training and 

competition is purposefully transgressed and these may result in action being taken 

against the athlete, show holding body, officials present and will most likely result in 

implementation of long “cooling off periods” in which time they may not be permitted 

to host or partake in graded or non-graded shows. 

We await your timeous response to this recommendation and look forward to a positive 

reaction as well as implementation guidelines. 

Yours Sincerely 

PH (Unsigned in the draft format) 


