
 

 

 
 

 
12 February 2020 
 
 
Dear SAEF Members 
 
Re: Unsanctioned/Non-Affiliated shows 

The National Sport and Recreation Amendment Bill, 2018 ("the Bill"), seeks to amend the National Sport and 

Recreation Act, 1998 (Act No. 110 of 1998) ("the Act"). The Bill recognises that there is a need for sport in South 

Africa to create a new dispensation that will govern and regulate the sport and recreation industry for the best 

interest of all the role players by clarifying of the roles of Sport and recreation South Africa, the Sports 

Confederation and the national federations 

The Bill seeks to amend amongst others a definition of "club” to be inserted to refer to a club that plays a major 

role in terms of sport development and to further ensure that such club is accountable to the National 

Federation. 

The definition of "national federation" is to be amended to clarify that a national governing body of a code of 

sport in the Republic with affiliate members in all provinces, is recognised by Sport and Recreation South Africa, 

as the only authority for the administration and control of the relative code of sport in the Republic 

The Bill seeks to amend the Act which provides for national federations by substituting the heading "national 

federation" to "Sport” or recreation bodies. This clause further provides for the Sport and Recreation bodies to 

assume full responsibility for the safety and security of the members, participants, children, spectators who 

attend sport or recreation events and physical facilities where such events take place within their sport and 

recreation discipline. 

The Bill seeks further to amend the Act, which provides for dispute resolution, by amending and inserting a new 

section dealing with the appointment of a Ministerial Committee of Inquiry to investigate matters that may bring 

a sport or recreational activity or body into disrepute. 

The Bill also seeks to insert a clause (2B) to the Act to give the Sport or recreation bodies power to ensure that 

selected competitors comply with any national call to participate in a sport, and any person who fails to comply 

with the obligations of the controlling body is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine or to 

imprisonment not exceeding two years. 

The draft document prepared by DSA for comment by its Council members that found its way into the public 

domain, either in error or intentionally, that has resulted in the social media frenzy currently  

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

taking place, driven by members and non-members alike, is, in actual fact the direction that the Sports Act will 

ultimately ensure all sporting codes proceed. There are, as identified in the 1998 and 2010 Acts referred to in 

the document, already mechanisms in place to ensure that National Federations must assume full responsibility 

for safety issues within their sport and that sport taking place outside  

of the normal rule set may well increase the risk of injury - in our case to either/or horse and rider. The excuse 

that an event did not fall under our jurisdiction as it was unsanctioned or unaffiliated will not protect the 

Federation in any court action. 

The fact that the document was propelled into the public space before it had a chance to be comprehensively 

reviewed is not necessarily a major problem – in fact, it may be a good catalyst to accelerate the implementation 

of the necessary measures to ensure that we as a Federation are not found wanting with respect to being fully 

responsible for all the formats of Equestrian sport in South Africa. By extension, it implies that any format of 

equestrian sport in actual fact falls within the SAEF’s jurisdiction – the very existence of an Equestrian Discipline 

would technically require its immediate inclusion as a member of the Federation and, in turn, there would be 

no opportunity to leave the Federation unless said Discipline ceased to exist. 

It is important for all members as well as non-members who actively participate in organized equestrian sport 

to clearly understand that this is the manner in which the SAEF will ensure that the tenets of the Sport Act are 

followed. We therefore support the concept as per the discussion document and stand fully in favour of the 

suggestions contained there-in. There will presumably be details that require further analysis and definition – 

this was the reason it was submitted as a Draft in the first place! 

There will be far more positives than the negatives currently doing the social media rounds – if there was a will 

on the part of equestrians to support the principles, our sport would expand to its real potential with the obvious 

possibility of real cost savings and further benefits to its members. It would be preferable for this to be by 

evolution rather than forced application of the law! 

Your kind positive cooperation would be appreciated. 

 

Adv Willem Edeling SC 

President SAEF 


