
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 Kyalami Park Club  
Affiliated to the South African Equestrian Federation 

 

 
            
            

            
           
STATEMENT FROM KYALAMI PARK IN RELATION TO THE COVID INCIDENT AT THE 

CHRISTMAS SHOW THURSDAY 10 DECEMBER 2020 

 

On Thursday 10 December it was brought to our attention that one of the riders competing at the show 

had tested positive for Covid-19.  KPC staff immediately began the process of tracing any people who 

may have been in contact with this rider. These contacts were requested to leave the premises and go 

for testing. They were also asked to provide us with names of further possible contacts.   

 

One of our members refused to leave the premises, saying that she was at home studying, and had not 

associated with any friends who might be affected by Covid 19. In a Facebook post published 

Saturday 12 December, she erroneously accuses one of our staff members, Madelein de Beer, of 

harassment. Madelein was not, in fact, the person who made the phone call. All calls were made with 

best intent and cordially. 

 

This young lady’s father then approached Heather Mpofu and Madelein De Beer in the KPC office in 

an aggressive and threatening manner. The situation became very volatile. 

After consultation with the President of the Ground Jury, as well as the SAEF, KPC were advised to 

call the police or security to have the young lady removed from the property.  KPC contacted the local 

security company and briefed them on the fact that she needed to leave the property for testing, and, 

that given her father’s threatening behaviour towards our staff, he should also be requested to leave.  

 

At no time were any of the family man-handled by security. Security officers carry guns in the line of 

duty - however, no weapons were drawn.  The young lady was accompanied to the show office 

voluntarily by a female medic on site, who is prepared to testify to the fact that the young lady was 

not touched by the security guards. 

 

All the other young riders were willing to have themselves tested. The fact that several young riders 

lied about their presence at an event, and then tested positive for Covid 19, validated the process we 

followed, and informed our decision to cancel the balance of the show. KPC will be following due 

diligence and taking disciplinary action where required. 

 

The possibility of a positive test due to our young member’s proximity to positive persons was great, 

and, as such, KPC was well within its rights to request any individual on the contact lists to leave the 

property for testing.  That member did eventually go for testing, but then returned to KPC the 

following day, instead of isolating herself. Fortunately, her result is negative. 

 

It is everyone’s legal and moral obligation to comply with current Covid 19 regulations, to safeguard 

themselves and others. KPC finds it regrettable that there have been personal comments and criticism 

expressed by its members in public spaces and on social media, when the full facts had not yet 

emerged.  
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